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Abstract

[atN
—

This reparprovides an overviewdf KS & . £ O1 ¢ 2NJ aCAGT | SYyNBQa /I &
on the question of if the fracture visible on the east face of the téwesse is the location of the

disdharge for the garderobe/waste chute. It also makes a number of recommendations based on

the conclusiornthat this is not the discharge point, a conclusion which is reachdtie basis of

the available evidenceutlined in the report, asvell-as similar tover houses in the region

Figurel. East Elevation "Bck Castle", Clonmines, Wexford

Scale bar is in 20cm segmen{®hoto: Author& Paul Murphy)
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1. Summary

1.1. Site Specific Information
Site Name: ThedBlack Castie(a.k.adfh (i T K EgstieRg@narkedA in fig. 2below
Townland:  Clonmines
SMR No.: WX045¢ 012001
Grid Ref.: E. 684359; N. 613028 (ITMenter point of monument
County: Wexford

Status: Recorded Monumen(National Monumnents Act 1930).
In privateownership: Joan Clal.

Clonmines, County Wexford A

B ¢ Friarycomplex

Cca{dzitz2y
Castle:
Incorporated into
modern farm
buildings, and
possible bawn
enclosure

D ¢ Parish Church
of St. Nicholas

EcaDl 6t S
17" C fortified |
Jocobean house (?

. - Metafs Service Layer Credits: Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, i-cubed,
0 50 100 200 300 400 500 Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping,
Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community

Figure2. Site Location

Map ¢ A. De Volder 10 October2014
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2. Introduction

Clonminess recognized as a particularly fisgample of adeserted medieval towfisimilar to
places such as Newtown Jerpoii@to.Kilkennyand Rindoon(Co. Roscomma), and contains
one ofthe finestcollections of LateMedieval architectural remains to be found anywhere in
Irelandin the context of what was are a medieval town/borough.hE current works being
undertaken onrsite aim to continue the preservation of these structures for generations to
come, aswell-as revealing more about the important medieval patrimony of the county.

The towerhousewhich is the subject of this report is paf the standing remains alonmines
County Wexford(fig. 20 ¥ lard is located within the boundary dhe medieval town
Clonmines lies at thdnead of Bannow Bagstuary at the confluence of the Owenduff and
Corock Rivers. The site slopes down to the estedge from east to west, asell as along the
northern and southern edge to another stream, formingsentially a peninsular surrounded by
marsh and water on three sidesgpendix 1, fig.  Thetotal area oftown as postulatedby
Colfer(2002, 146 is indicatedoutlined in redin fig. 2, though there is the possibility that this
area can be significantly extended, based on recent fieldwork

Current scholarship maintains thette medieval borough of Clonminassfoundedc. 1200by
the AngloNorman lord William Marshale.g.: Hore 1978ii, 199¢ 68; Colfer 2002 14345,
Colfer 2004, 3®, 736). There ishoweversome evidence to suggettat the location may have
already been of some importance, possibly the siteaof existing settlement, of Hiberno
ScandinaviatNorse origin (Colfer 2004, 30Paul Murphy2004).

It is currently argued thatClonmineswas established as a chartered settleméngflectingthe
panEuropean phenomenon of borough fourtitm andeconomicexpansion of the 11to 13"
centuries, a process which William Marshesd Lord of Leinster, is thought to have played a key
role in advancing in the regioat a pivotal period in Irisland Europearhistory (Orpen 2003,
331). William Marshahad gaird sesien to the land followingis accession to the lordship of
Leinster and marriage to Aife de Clae, afterthe deaths of Richard de Clar@ord of Leinster)
and Hervey de Montmorencewho had previously held the Barony of B&r(yolfer 2002, 30¥;
Orpen 2005, 14149).

As is evident fromthe standing remains, and doctoral reseaminrently being undertakenat

YLa sra of liberysS Régkadiel id thé towdn by William Marsth its founder,by Agathade Mortimerz  a F N&E KF £ Qa 3INJ YR
daughter(Cal. Doc. Irli. N0.1330. HA & (1 2 NA OF f NB F SNBy O S arangezfron theS13 to the 18"YC - 8e®:(Hord 2 Yy YA Y S &
andHore 1978¢ KS 40 2NB2ZAXKA ¥ §4 ¢  istdnce unitilyhe AcBdWUnfon S E

2/ t2yYAySa tA8a Ay GKS .IFINRBya 2F .l NH2 6KAOK NBOSNISHhe G2 G(KS f2NR

modern baronies of Bargy and Shelburne which he received frorhahds of Dermot MacMurrough, and later confirmed by his
successor Richard de Clg&@rpen and Regan 1892, II. 3670
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the location the town appears to have prospered at various times durindpig®ry, and was

largely abandonedometime in the 17tlcentury, slowly becoming the family farm it is today by

the 19" century. It has been in the ownershjmndhome, of the Codl family since around 1850.

CKSNE Aa faz2 3INRPoAYyI SOARSYOS GKI G Ogke&r T2dzyRI G
fielR ¢ ,addiigdmportantadditionalinformation to the process of Anglorman settlement

in SE Leinster durindné 12" and 13" centuries and waspossibly evermore extensive than

once thoudnt. The standing Latevedieval and Early Moderrstructural remains at Clonmines

can further-more tell us much about the changingconomic, social and environmental

conditions of the town and the southwest region of Wexford

7

3. TheTowerhouseda . £  O1¢é 2NJ aCAGT I SNYNBQa /| &f

¢KS oaK2dwed8d& Aa | dzoAlj dzA ( 2 dzj in Whtthéds deeB degibedibK S L NR & |
2yS dziK2NJ Fd o0SAy3d GKS herBitsh Islgs By tiAiséventeddth & G St € |
O S y (i @axd ¥987, 186 It has been postulated that there were over 3,000 bbétween c.

1400 and 1650with more than a thousandisA f £ &G yYRAY 3 aAYy @I NA2dza &
(Colfer 2013, 16R This has leaduthors such as Sherlock tiescribed KSY | & G KS L NAaK
par excellencg(2011, 11%. The dating, and chronologal development of the towehouse is

howeverviewed as being particularly problematic, with conflicting theories as to their origin and
development though the parliamentary acts of the of the ™ Bentury are often seen as the

impetus for their widesprea growth (e.g.: Sweetman 2005; Colfer 2013; Bradley and Murtagh

2003 215 Sterlock 2006, 2011).

Towerhouses are fien describedas beingd T2 NIIA FASR NBAARSyahdadk ¢KAOK
crosssection of society acrossoth secular and ecclesiastical tkowners, and merchants of
Wnglo-Normarfand Gaeliaescent. Théocusof much of the researcln tower-housesto date

has been on theibeing in a rural context though, as is evidenced lmn@ines they ae to be

found within towns and villageas well The relationship between the two is somethitiat is

yet to beexplored ingreater detail (Bradley and Murtagh 2003).

Authors such as Colfer (2013) have noted that totveunses are dapted to local requirements
with connections to many dhe principalfamiliesin any giveriocality.

Most Wexford towerhouses have first flodnalls (over a vault at ground floor level) afate

well equippedwith fireplacesand garderobesespecially at firsF f 2 2 NBvie&r@ed P0O5,

157). Furthermore Wexford towerhousesnvariable fall into what Sherlock has described in his

Of I a & A T &roup B ro@aedpredomidantlyin the Easbf the country), with one or more

floors over vault, withte principal chambenormally situated at the first flooover vaultlevel

(Sherlock 201t ¢ KS @aoC & & O d@sfi®iBl®ikto this category, and its ovell

footprintliesatmidd AT S NI y 38 gshificaidn yf those 67 SIyIn in site (2013,

164).Fewtowerk 2 dzd4 S& Ay 2 SET2 NR K| O $he stairiNaBdyérdeipbey, 3 (2 6 S NEB
where present, are contained with the main block of the building, as at Clonmines (Sweetman

2005, 155).
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Hore (1978, ii, 68) and Colfer (2004, 2013) have connected the FitzHenry family with the castle,

GAGK [/ 2ft FSNI FRRAGAZ2YyFffte LRaddA I GAy3 GKFG GKS ylI
I FAYR 2F azxzA1Ay3é arf @S Nalkoyhtd antBer lochlBdWer 6 Hnnn X o0 n(
house that atthe possible manorial center &filcavanwhich is locatedeyond the present

settlement of Wellingtonbridg€Colfer 2013, 237).

QX
C:\
—h

4. Descriptionofad . £ I O1 ¢ 2 NJ & C AdaiddroBeNdfidNBueea /|
Externally the towr-house is aectangular structurdext. dims 9.8m H&V; 8.1m NS)conssting

of five floors(ground, loft under vault and three over vaulgurviving to the walvalk, with

good granite quoins and a babatter. There were external structures connecteal the North

and south elevations.

Wall-walk

This was accessed (it no longer survives) from stairs in the N and E walls , with the remains of a
look-out platform over the stair housing at the NE angle.

3" Floor over Vault

The onlyvisiblefeatures onthis floor are thedestroyed windows in the E and W wall$ie floor
(int. dims.6.70m EW; 5.80m NS)is accessed from the staiis the E wallwhich is entered at
the N endof the roomthrough a lintelled doorway with cut granite surrounds

2" Floorover Vault(Appendix 2., fig4 ¢ Floor Plan)

The floor is accessed from stainsthe E wé, which is entered at the S end (int. din7s32m E
W; 6.19m NS). It haswindows with seats in the N and S wallada destroyed fireplace in the
N wall Thereare two chambers in the E wall each with their own ligfitse floorwas supported
on corbels in the E, Walls, with a rebated ledge on thev@&ll. The chimney flue is supported on
corbels on the outer face of the N wall from this floor.

The chamber irthe N is a garderobe (int. dim4.16m EW; 1.43 NS ¢ see Appendix 5, fig. 10

The entrance is markedt A 26 ® ¢ KS OKdziS 4 GKAa LRAYyd Aa 20l
0.34m (EW),0.20m (NS).fA 3 ®@ mhewsdhe €hute opening visible from tHedr below. The

chute widensN-S down to the I Floor over vault dischargg A 3 ® um®d a5 €

1° Floor over Vault (A ppendix 2., fig.&Floor Plan)

Thefloor is accessed from the stairs in the S walllet SE anglevhere a damaged doorway
(Width 0.4m) givesaccess to the first floor over vault (int. dims. 6.3RWE4.34m NS). This
floor has a damaged window in an embrasure with seats in the W wall, and a damaged window
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and robbed fireplace in the N wallhere are corbels for the ceiling in the \WdaN walls with a
rebate on the other wallsThere is a corner chamber (int. dims 2AMVE0.86m NS: H 1.9m) in
the thickness ofhe S wall at the SW angl@here is anotherchamber (int. dims 2.53m -8;
0.85m EW; H 1.93m) at the S end of the E wall

The garderobe (int. dims 1.8m #p; 0.86m BV; H 2.2m)is situated at the NE angle inte
thickness of the E walffig. 10. Theentrance is marked a% !1¢. It is entered through a lintelled
doorway (Wdth 0.66m; Height1. 85m) in the E wall.

There isa bax-niche from the main chambemhichaccesses the garderobe chute ditly for
the disposal of wastdfig. 10. B 1fig. 11 B. There areno visible remains of a latrine seat
though the wak appear tchave been robbedut (fig. 10). The chute at the floolevel extends
from the N wall to the SO(40EW at S end; crh N-S). The chute widens to the S, from the N
wall, and continues straight down to the base batter leveffig. 12 ¢ visible from the floor
below).

The discharge from the floor above exitsthe N wall, which is angled towards the south and is
lintelled fig. 11, Al; D&

Loft Under Vault

The stairs give accefisrough a lintelled doorway (Width 0.8m; Heightlm) to the first floor
under the EW vault, which has a rectangular window imetE and W walls. The floor was
supported on corbels in the N and S walls, with a rebate above on all walls.

Ground Floor

A pointed doorway (WL.14m; H 2.04m) of dressed granite with undressed voussoirs towards

the S end of the W side is protected bychicolation externally and a murdéple in the lobby.

The lobby leads directly to the ground floor (int. dims 5.13fV;E3.92m NS) with five

embrasures (two in the N wall), but the only lights are dotggiayed loops in the E and W

walls.The Wloopma KI @S 06SSy | 3dzy 221 2N Y@eRAFTASR (2
comm.). From the lobby a mural stairs rises in the S wall, and there is a secondary doorway to

the exterior in the S wall at the foot of the stairs.

Below the W loop (c. 0.85nthere is adrain opening with a lintel,which extends all the way
beneath the thickness of the base battéc. 1m) though blocled on the outside of the W face as

it lies below the ground surface and W door lintel lelaglc. 0.25m(fig. 7 ¢ on plan in red,
maNJ S R&figowcex . aL € 0

5. Discussion
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The garderobe/wastelisposalchute, as described aboves fairly typical in terms of itgitra-
mural arrangement found in othetowers in Wexfordand the South East of Irelanéalling
within the same catego@descibed inChapter 3, i.e.main chamber overifst floor vault

There is the possibility that what is described as a garderobefésira waste disposal chute, as

the evidence for latrine seats is missing, though the walls have been robbed out in théaha

on the first floor over vaultfig. 110 ® ¢ K SNB sldpd ¥ X GRS (I &KSBE a 00Saa FTNRY
which adds to this possibility, as how it could have functioned with a seat arrangemglaici

is not clearfig. 10 & 11 marked & .).éin termsof datingthe towerthis is an interesting feature

as Sweetman has pointed out that garderobes weeegreplacedby the use of chamber fe

at a later periodthe contents of whictwere then sometimes disposed of into a wastiisposal

chutes (as there imo evidence of seats), which then went straight down to ground level to exit

0KS o0dAftRAY3 ala AF AdG 6SNB I I NRSNRoSEéd ¢KAA )
use of chamber potsin O Sy i dzZNE 4 F2NIAFASR K2dzaS&4¢é oO6wHnnpI wmc

The queswn of if the chute at this towehouse exited above or below ground will be discussed
in terms of the evidence of the structure, as has been described above, and other egzampl
GKS GAOAYyAGE FTYR W2F Ada (eLlSQo

Currently, the apparent chute exit is sited on the east elevatiorfify. 8 ¢ the location of the

OKdzi Sz 6ARGK YR GKS @A &ADOof), % abdightsf cf03808Im A a Y I NJ
above ground levefi@. 17 & 1§. The opening appears to be robbedt, and there is a fracture

which extends along the line of the chutdig. 8) to at least 2 floor over vault height. The

apparent exitshows no sign of any lintelhe fracture opening is c. 0.42m wide, and c. @8

high® As is shown irfig. 17, 19 and 2@he chute at this levelsi filled with loose rubble \&)#,

and the line of the coursing of the batter and chute appears to have been rebbiedfig. 19 &

H n . @heré is no indication of any coursifrgm the chuteto the outside face, as one would

expect if this was a dischge point, but rather it is square and continues dovig.(12, 13 & 22

While the chute widengrom the floors aboveand would appear to be favoring an eastern exit,

0KS AYyUGSNYI f a2y S O2 dzNkok giape tGwar8sateQedst fAacRA OF G S |
dischargeat this level, asvould be expeced from a garderobe chute which exidbove ground

(seee.g. Leask 995, 83.

The opening is alsoff-center, to the S sideof the acual chute within the base battesée fig.

3 This opening may have been caused by a weakening of the structure as water entered the chute and was unable to drain away, as
it was blocked as this level. Once the east face failed/opened and was ralbibed this point, this weakened the structure of the
east elevation along the line of the chute?

4 Thelandownersplaced large pieces of loose rubble and wood into the chute atekied so as to close it off, in order to prevent
injury to livestock who could get stuck in the fractupers. comn).
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15, and Appendix ¥, and there $ no edge to the interior chute coursing visible to indicate an
opening, but rather evidence that it has been removed.

It is significant thata close inspection of the current chute baség(19, 19 & 20- & D €

demonstrates thathe surface appears toonsist of a loose fila course to fine sand, with small

stones andlarger pebbles under the larger loose cemenlock and stones There is no

indication of a stone base on gently probing the surfaegh-in the dimensios of the chute

itself. Outsideof this, within the line of the basbatter, this is not the casand the surface is

solid¢ the fill thereforel LILIS NB G2 O2y Ay dzS daSdudeatly i$ Within A & A0 f S
the chute as does the stone coursing of the chute itself.

If the chue dischargavasat this levelin the east elevatioiit would furthermore besignificantly
above the original door linte{west), and therefore levebf the ground floor- an unusual
arrangement in towers of this date and layout, i.er@atural chute, wih hall above vaultetc.
(Dr. Rory Sherlockers. comm9™ of September 2014

As illustrated irfigQ. 8, 13, 17 & 18he level of the base of the chuté D § &s it appears in the
fracture, lies currently at c. 0.75m0.80mabove he lintel of thedoor/ entranceat the west,
significantly above ground level.

It should be noted thathere has ben some soil buildip on the E(and W) but as is illustrated
the site slopes from WE by at least @0 ¢ 0.50m currently fijg. 3 illustrates the gneral sbpe of
the site W to E.Hg. 9 the slopeW to E is visible in relation to the benchmark on the castle and
the ground/lintel level marked in redl. This would obscure the discharge, atié drain, at this
level. As is often the casthe natural slopeof the locationwould be used for drainagsyhich is
here oriented towards the shoreline on the east. Magnetic gradiomerdgne in the viaiity
(Paul Murphy- Unpublished geophysics report) would further confirm tlusnclusion as it
appears thee is a feature possibly a ditch or draimunning from the east face of the tower
house towards theshoreline in the vicinity of the fracture.

TowerK 2 dzA SQa Ay U KabKilcavadfig. 29, which wad paSsiblgohnictedto the
FitzHenryfamily as at Clonmines, daot show any signs of a garderobe chuiting above
ground level, though unfortunately much of the tower is in ruiitsstands to approx. 4 story
level?), and there is still a dwelling attached to the east wall of the tower.

Another smaller tower in the vicinity located at Barrystown (over the estuary- opposite
Clonmines)which survives to the above ground floor vault levigy.(23), had an intramural
chute which does not discharge above tigeound floor dooflintel height The chute is
contained in theNEcornerof the wall,like at Clonmine¢fig. 24¢ & !),éand appears to continue
straight down to the base.

Another local towethouse, Danescastle, does not have any garderobes, or chutes.
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Other examples such as Slade, HRahdcknee have intramural chutes that do not exit above
entrancedoor lintel level.

An example of a towehouse that has been excavated in the South East and shows a garderobe
chute that exitgo a drain, with a lintelled discharge at the base of the bakielow the level of
the entrance dooiway, is at Kells Priory in Killenmand is shown here for illustrative purposes

(fig. 27).

Where the chute discharge is visible in the base batter,aathan going straight down to a
drain, these appeato be adating to local topographyrather than a deliberate sighting of the
discharge high enough to make it visible in thevetion/batter. An example of this would be at
Ballyhack castle, though it must be noted that this discharge tise level ofthe entrarce door
lintel level. {ig. 25 & 26c & .).€

6. Conclusions &ecommendations

1. On balance, and basedchdhe evidence as outlined aboyvé would be a reasonable
O2yOf dzaA2y GKIG GKS 3JIIFNRSNRoSkegladsS OKdzisS |
continues down whin the base baséatter, beyond the level of the fracture visible in
the east elevation.

2. The only way to be certaithat the chutecontinues further dowrwould be toexcavate
the fill of the chute under the appropriate license. The question of if theechontinues
or not can be resolved with confidence once one is past the level of the fracture

3. A small "test pit" in front of theE elevation would aditionally resolve the question of
the location of the chute dischargerhich it is postulated lies abr close to, the ground
floor lintel level Appendix 3., fig. 8; Appendix 7., fig. L7t is also possible that it
continuesstraight iro adFrenchdraida 6 St 2¢ GKS o0l GGSNE @6 KAOK NXzy

4. As regads the proposed reconstructioof a disclarge at the level of the fracture as it
currently presents itself, on the balance of probabiliti#sis not recommended given
that there is a good chance the discharge lies astlea0.75%n below the current basef
the opening.

It would be bettertherefore to consolidate the fractureclosing it up again to prevent
access(the landowners have expressed concern about their livestock and people
getting into the chutg, as it would seem to have beerhi3 should be done ia way
that it could be relativly easily removedand identifiedto enablefurther investigation
to take placen the future ifthe opportunityarises.
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Allowance should also be made for drainage due to the fact that the current fracture
was probably caused by water getting into theusture from the chute which is open to

the elements, and the chute being blocked and therefore unable to drain water away
below.
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Appendix 1¢ GeneralSite Topography

Figure3. Historic mapping {st Ed. OSioverlain on satelliteimagery with a topographic model

Topographic model SRTM data (Z exaggeration of 2./815 Alt. 30, and hillshade); by: A. De Volder
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Appendix2 ¢ Floor Plans
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Figureb. First Floor Over Vault (garderolflatrine/waste disposalchute markedin blue).
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Damaged window
\\
T S, .
S .
]
v |
N I,
/ \
/ \
\
| \
/ [ d
{ 11 )
Joist ledge
\ \ s | — _—— \ ",
\ P\_ Door -
— Y o
4
Roofline of aftached building .~ e e d
D . N
I \ Direction of \
\__barrel vault \__Rootline of attached building
N i
R s g
B \_ Joist ledge
A X
AN N
\\ \__Garderobe chute
\_ Rectangular windaw
BAGL MORPITY, ANTHONY REDMOND | ™ 01.07 2004 |"EROLNDFLOOQLOFT.BLACKCASTLE,Q@MINES‘MFORD |"|“§n@A3 5] 5m C

Figure6. Ground Floor Loft Under Vault.
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Figure?7. Ground Floor (garderobatrine chute marked in blue).

Original plars (Fig. 6 and #hodified by author.
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Appendix 3¢ East Elevation

Figure8. East Elevation
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Appendix4 ¢ North Elevation
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Figure9. North Elevation

10 October2014



a. £+ O

/I aidft Sé 3¢GartlebogeXChute

Appendix5 ¢ Site PhotographgFirst and Second Floor over Vault)
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