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Conservation Works have been on-going at Clonmines Friary since 2016.  This latest phase was motivated by 

health and safety concerns as well as built heritage concerns, especially given the increase in visitors to the site 

under the new programme of information days hosted and organised by the owners ς the Codd family.  The 

parapet of the Friary tower was visibly unsafe when surveyed from ground floor.  The mortar had been 

weathered leaving the masonry unstable.  Re-pointing works were required at a high level to consolidate the 

masonry to conserve the building and make it safe at ground level for visitors.   The work was carried out using 

an NHL lime mortar mix as recommended by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government 

(now the Dept of Culture, Arts and the Gaeltacht) άRuins ς The Conservation and Repair of Masonry Ruinsέ 

Advice Series guidelines.  Rainey Restoration steeplejacks were appointed to carry out the works as they are 

trained in built heritage conservation at West Dean, UK and using rope access removed the expense of 

scaffolding which could then be funnelled into the conservation work on the building. 

 

 

August 2017 �t Conservation works phase 2 �t consolidation of the Friary Tower. 


